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240 N. Crocken St. 
San Benito, TX 78586 
(956) 361-6100 

- San Benito History - 
San Benito, Texas, is known as the "Resaca City." A picturesque resaca, four 
hundred feet wide, flows through the city. As indicated by its Spanish name, 
the resaca was a dry river bed. It is now the main canal of a large irrigation 
system. 

San Benito was a t  Rrst named "Diaz" in honor of Porflrlo Diaz, president of 
MBxico at that time. The people in the San Benito area were predominantly of 
Mexican ancestry. The Anglo settlers came after the completion of the first 
Irrigation system in 1906. Prior to  that time this region was an arid, mesquite- 
cactus-brush covered wilderness. Irrigation water touched off the crop 
production magic in the railroad. 

On July 4, 1904, the first passenger train arrived at Diaz. Overjoyed with the 
coming of the new railroad, the community leaders renamed the railroad 

station "Bessie," in honor of Bessie Voakum. Her father, B.F. Yoakum, was instrumental in the construction of 
the railroad. 

Some time later, when the townsite was surveyed, the name was changed to "San Benito" In honor of 
Benjamin Hicks. He was a pioneer ranchman whose charitable attitude endeared him to the population. The 
name was suggested by Rafael Moreno, the popular 90 year old camp cook of the surveying party. Moreno 
suggested the name "San Benito" for his beloved '"Saint Benjamin" Hicks. 

San Benito was a village with quite a number of homes, businesses, churches, and publlc schools several years 
before they were incorporated in 1911. The original map of the townsite was recorded April 28, 1907. The flrst 
school was established in 1907 with 48 pupils and Miss Kate Purvis as the teacher. The Post Office was also 
opened in 1907. In 1927 the city adopted a Commission form of government operating under a Home Rule 
Charter. 

In 1920, when the city was Included in the US. Census count for the first time, San Benito had become a 
thrlving city of 4,070 people. By 1950 the census count was 13,271. In 1960 the population had grown to 
16,422. The present population is estimated a t  26,350. 

m e  Irrigation district was organized in 1906. AS a result of the availability of irrigation water San Benito and ail 
of the Lower No Grande Valley cities came into being t o  serve a newly developing agriculture empire. 

The original townsite, created in 1911, contained 1,280 acres. Since then a series of annexations have 
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Increased the Incorporated area to 4,092.17 acres. 

The mlld wlnter dlmate In southmost sedlon of the Unlted States has played a dominant role In the growth of 
San Benlto and the other dtles of the Lower Rlo Grande Valley. Crops grow and Rowers bloom the year round. 
The city has become a mecca for wlnter tourists and retired people, provldlng a substantlal percentage of the 
buylng power of thls communlty. 

Additional San Benito l i n k  
S m &  I SBHistorlcalS3&! I l . & ~ m ~  I Y a k v  A t i u t b m I  I N e W r  

QuesUonS or mmments emall: webmaster@ma~l.ranbenIto.kl2.tx.us 
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San Benito Public Library 
101 W. Rose Street  

San Benito, TX 78586 
Phone: (956) 361-3860 
Fax: (956) 361-3867 

Click on here Lo-searcbu_r Librarv - Online 
Library Hours 

Monday-Thursday 10 AM - 7 PM 
Friday 10 AM - 5 PM 
Saturday 12AM - 5 PM 

CARDS 
Library cards are free. You must show 2 proofs of address (both pr 
have the SAME address) when you update or get a new card. Usual 
be a Texas I D  or driver's license and a piece of mail, but it can 
variety of things that have your address printed on it. You must f 
application here. If you are going to use the Internet, you must alsc 
Internet Acceptance Use Policy. You will be responsible, you wi 
books, materials, &fines on your card or your child's card. 

CIRCULATION POLICY 
There IS no limit on the number of regular books you can check 01 
can be checked out for 3 weeks. You may check out 2 test books or 
Barreras per card for 1 week. Adults may check out 3 videos per hou 
a 3-day period. Videos may not be renewed. 

FEE SCHEDULE 
Regular overdue books $0.25 per day. 
Overdue test materials and videos $1.00 per day 
Videos that are put in the book drop $1.00 each 
Videos that are not rewound $1.00 each 
Lost or damaged cards $5.00 

CALL-IN RECHECK 
An extension on a library book can be done by calling to library 
department and requesting a recheck. 
books and videos. 

Rechecks cannot be don 

BOOK DROP 
The book drop will be open 24 hours a day. 
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OWNERSHIP 
The library belongs to the community. It Is a department of thr 
operated with tax dollars. Group tours of the library are available, ji 
an appointment. 

DONATIONS 
Friends have ongoing book sale in the library. We accept donation! 
and magazines. They must be clean and bug free. 

RESOURCES 
The library has a large collection, 35 magazines subscriptions, 
newspapers. The library has a small collection of Spanish material 
and children levels. Our pamphlet file has one 3 drawer cabin 
information in single sheet or booklet form. We have a small col 
books on tape, VHS tapes of movies, biographies, and education 
The library has a copy machine in 8 1/2 x 11 in. or 8 1/2 x 14 In. ! 
for $ .20 per sheet. We also carry many U.S. Government IRS forms. 

ADDITIONAL SERVICES 
Yes, we have old magazines to cut up for pictures. We have a dir 
which changes about every 6 weeks. Stop by to  see what kind of cc 
currently being shown. The conference room can be reserved free of 
long it is for non profit meetings. The Interlibrary Loan (ILL) sen4 
the patrons of San Benito Public Library in obtaining materials whic 
available for circulation in the library collection. The Microfilm/ 
reader is also available with $ .20 per print out page. 

STORYTIME 
During the school year, the librarian Gerard0 Salazar, conducts a 
stories, puppet shows, songs, etc. for children who are not ii 
Schedule to be announced. 

SUMMER READING PROGRAM 
The Summer Reading Program is held during the summer as soon 
ends. The program has different themes and is held to encourage kic 
learn, and explore. It is designed for school age children who have I 

the first grade. 

VOLUNTEERS 
Volunteers help the library in a number of ways. I f  you have time 
on a regular basis or just for an afternoon, we would appreciate y 
We need volunteers to help with processing books, working on the 
and planning children's activities. 

FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY 
Friends of the library is an organization of citizens desirous of supp 
library. Friends raise money and awareness of the library in the co 
Memberships are $5.00. Per individual. The library staff may be cor 
memberships. There are meetings held at  the library last Thur! 
month, 5:30 pm. 

11/9/2004 
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Public ubrary 
Pubk Safety 

city Email 

Fire Department 

143 S. Reagan st. 

Fax (956) 361-3852 
Ph. (956) 361-3851 

The Fire Department is composed of thrFe divisions: 

Fire Suppression is responsible for the protection of life & property in 
relation to all fie emergencies. This division is composed of three 
captains, three lieutenants, six drivers, and 13 firefighters. 

Fire Prevention is responsible for the enforcement of all local & state 
life safety fire codes and fire investigations. This unit is composed of 
one fire marshal, six inspectors, and five arson investigators. 

The Training Division is responsible for providing all personnel a 
continuous program of in-house education. This unit is composed of 
a captain. 

Administrat ion Staff 
:_i Titie/Posit.ion riame E.m.a!lad!Lcess 

Public Safety Director Orlando Garcia o g . a . r c i . ~ ~ ~ ~ . . o a . n ~ e n ~ ~ o ~ ~  
Administrative Tech. Cecilia Espinoza ._ cesDinoza@citvofsanben!t 
Fire Marshall Henry Lopez hloDez@citvofsanbenito.c! 

http://www.ci.san-benito.tx.udfire.htm 1 1 /9/2004 
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Emergency Management Department 

143 S. Reagan St. 

Fax (956) 361-3852 

Under the leadership of our City Mayor, the Emergency Management 
is also run by the Public Safety Director. This department is 
composed of the Public Safety Director and one part-time 
administrative secretary. 

Ph. (956) 361-3850 

Administrat ion Staff 
TitlelPssition Name Ernail.. address 
Public Safety Director Orlando Garcia ogarc!a..~c~efs~.nb~e-n!~o.~ 
Administrative Tech. Cecilia Espinoza SKspinozagcitvofsanbenit 

httu://www.ci.san-benito.tx.us/emergency-management.htm 1 1 /9/2004 
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Police Department 

601 N. Williams Blvd. 

Dispatch Fax. (956) 361-8384 
Records Fax (956) 361-8485 

Ph. (956) 361-3880 

The Police Department is composed of four divisions: 

Patrol is responsible for the enforcement of local and state laws and 
ensuring public safety, this division consists of one commander, two 
captains, three lieutenants, three sergeants and 24 patrol officers. 

The Criminal Investigative Division is responsible for the follow up and 
solving of crimes that occur in the city, this division is composed oi 
one captain, three lieutenant/investigators, and two 
sergeants/investigators and three investigators. 

The Support/Communications Division is responsible for all equipment 
upkeep, receiving and dispatching calls and retention of records and 
filing. This division is composed of four dispatches, three record 
clerks, and an administrative technician. 

The Special Investigative Division is responsible for investigation 
narcotics, and other major crimes, this division is composed of one 
sergeant and two narcotics investigators. 

Administrat ion Staff 
TitldPosition rJme EmaA address 
Public Safety Director Orlando Garcia oaarcia@c.itvofsa n beno 
Commander George Gomez ssomer@c!~sfs;anb~.n.i 
Administrative Tech. Christina Sanchez ~ csanchez@citvofs-e! 



CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

I, Lisa M. Holland, a secretary in the law firm of Vinson & Elkins, L.L.P. do hereby 
certify that I have on this 1 Itb day of February, 2005, caused to be mailed by first class mail, 
postage prepaid, copies of the foregoing “Petition for Rule Making” to the following: 

Brooks Broadcasting Corporation 
304 E Rice 
Falfunia~, TX 78355-3624 

Lisa M. Holland 

35S725-I .Doc 



CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

I, Giselle Abreu, in the law firm of Vinson & Elkins, L.L.P. do hereby ceaify that 1 have 
on this 1 lth day of July, 2005, caused to be mailed by first class mail, postage prepaid, copies of 
the foregoing “Petition for Reconsideration” to the following: 

*John A. Karows 
Assistant Chief, Audio Division, Media Bureau 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, S.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20554 

Brooks Broadcasting Corporation 
304 E Rice 
FalfUnia~, Tx 18355-3624 

* Via Hand Delivery 
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